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PRAYER

The Chaplain, Rev. James David
Ford, D.D., offered the following pray-
er:
Let us pray using the words of the

Psalms.
Praise the Lord.
Praise the name of the Lord, give

praise, O servants of the Lord,
you that stand in the house of the
Lord, in the courts of the house
of the Lord!

Praise the Lord, for the Lord is good;
sing to his name, for he is gra-
cious!

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is
good, for his steadfast love en-
dures forever.

O give thanks to the God of all gods,
for his steadfast love endures for-
ever.

O give thanks to the Lord of lords, for
his steadfast love endures for-
ever. Amen.

f

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

f

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. SANDLIN)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. SANDLIN led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

f

GOALS FOR A GENERATION

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, goals for
a generation is the future of America
and it is the responsibility not just of
the Republican Party but this Congress
as a whole, for it alone will build the
bridge to the 21st century.

So far adhering to these goals has
brought us, the American people, a bal-
anced budget, tax cuts, a Patient Pro-
tection Act, education reform that
brightens the future of every child in
America and legislation that will help
save Social Security.

Under this agenda, we are continuing
to improve our public and private
schools by sending money directly
back to classrooms for more teachers,
more computers, safer buildings and
teacher testing.

We will also expand the notion that
every American should have the finan-
cial security that comes from secure
jobs. This job security, coupled with a
simpler tax code and a fairer IRS, will
keep our economy strong and boost
savings and America’s investments.

Our government should reflect rather
than undermine the values that have
made America great, faith, family, per-
sonal freedom and responsibility. By
protecting and strengthening a Repub-
lican government and citizen account-
ability, the Republican Party will con-
tinue to deliver on its promises that
made these goals a reality for all
America.

f

ON CONGRESSIONAL ACTIVITY

(Mr. GEJDENSON asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GEJDENSON. Mr. Speaker, I can
hardly believe what I have just heard.
The Republican Party, which has used
its majority in Congress to deny people
access to education, to deny them ac-
cess to health care, refuses to take any
steps to deal with HMO reform or the
seniors, a quarter of a million of which
have lost their health insurance, comes
here and claims they are doing a good
job.

Harry Truman could not find a rating
low enough for this Congress. We
should not leave here until we deal
with the education issues, until we deal
with the health care issues. You had
time to try to give big tobacco a $50
billion tax cut. We ought to spend a
few hours in these last days to make
sure that senior citizens do not have to
be frightened every day about whether
or not their HMO is going to drop
them. The gentlemen on that side of
the aisle get the same kind of constitu-
ents as I do. They look to us for help.
I do not know what answer you are
going to give them. This new freedom
that is out there in the health care sys-
tem means doctors and hospitals and
patients have no rights. We have got to
change that. The country is going to
judge us on that. I hope everybody
watching at home calls their Congress-
man and tells them they want the edu-
cation package and they want HMO re-
form. It is the only way to move this
group, to let them know that the
American people are angry and frus-
trated, and now is the time to act.

f

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to direct their re-
marks to the Chair, not to the tele-
vision viewing audience.

f

DISAGREEMENT BETWEEN
REPUBLICANS AND DEMOCRATS

(Mr. BALLENGER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BALLENGER. Mr. Speaker, I
would beg all the Members to roll up
their pants. It looks like it is getting
heavy around here. The party of bigger
government and higher taxes disagrees
with the party of less government and

lower taxes. The party of bigger gov-
ernment and higher taxes is threaten-
ing to shut down the government if the
party of less government and lower
taxes stands firm against creating
more big government, more Federal
bureaucracy in Washington, D.C., more
spending on Federal programs.

Well, I got some news for the Presi-
dent and the party of bigger govern-
ment and higher taxes. My constitu-
ents did not send me here to do exactly
the opposite of what I have promised I
would do. They sent me here to reduce
the size of government, not expand it.
They sent me here to cut the size of
Federal bureaucracy, not make it big-
ger. They sent me here to give local
schools more say over how they run
their affairs, not less. They sent me
here to make sure that the government
lives within its means, not find new
ways for government to get around its
budget agreements. Regardless of the
excuse the Democrat agenda is always
the same, more spending and more gov-
ernment.

f

DEMOCRATS OFFER EDUCATION
INITIATIVES

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I had
the opportunity last night to go back
to my district in New Jersey and I ex-
plained to my constituents that I saw
at a function last evening how this do-
nothing Congress was looking to ad-
journ and go home as quickly as pos-
sible because the Republican leadership
refused to address education initia-
tives, refused to address the need for
HMO reform and was talking about a
tax break for the wealthy at the ex-
pense of Social Security. We need to
save Social Security for future genera-
tions. But I was told by my constitu-
ents that the one thing that was the
most important, that they did not
want to see this Congress adjourn until
we addressed it, was education, and the
Democrats have two initiatives. One is
to hire 100,000 teachers, new teachers
across the country with Federal dollars
that would reduce the size of the class-
room, and the second one was to try to
provide some funding to help local
school districts to modernize their
schools, to either build new schools or
additions or to upgrade the schools
that need to be restored. We are going
to make sure that that happens here.
We are telling the Republican leader-
ship and our colleagues on the other
side we are not going to run out of this
place quickly. This has been a do-noth-
ing Congress but at least before you go
home, try to do something, put some
sort of down payment on these edu-
cation initiatives that are so impor-
tant, not to Democrats, not to Repub-
licans but to the American people.

These are the kids. We have to think
about the future of this country. The
future of this country is in its children
and in public education, not vouchers
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for private schools but public edu-
cation, and doing things to upgrade
public education, doing things to help
in the classroom, doing things that
make it possible to have safer and
smarter schools. That is what the
Democrats are all about. We have been
talking about this for a long time.
President Clinton brought it up in his
State of the Union address. Now is the
time to do something about it.

f

TIME FOR ACTIONS TO MATCH
WORDS

(Mr. TIAHRT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Speaker, the Presi-
dent said in his 1996 State of the Union
address that the era of big government
is over. I suppose that depends on what
the definition of ‘‘is’’ is. I suppose that
if you look at his recent attacks on Re-
publicans in Congress, especially on
education, the President and his liberal
allies in Congress are threatening to
shut the government down if Congress
does not spend more money on edu-
cation and create more education bu-
reaucracy right here in Washington.
Republicans want to send more money
to the classroom. Liberals want to give
the Federal Government an overpower-
ing role in local schools. Republicans
think that Federal bureaucrats have
done enough damage to education,
thank you very much. Liberals want to
spend the money by taking it away
from Social Security, while Repub-
licans are happy to stay right here and
continue to work to get more money
into the classrooms, while keeping the
budget agreement caps which means
that there must be spending offsets by
not taking money away from Social
Security. If the era of big government
is over, then it is time for the Presi-
dent’s actions to match his words.

f

UNDERACHIEVING CONGRESS

(Mr. WYNN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WYNN. Mr. Speaker, by the cal-
endar it says Sunday but in fact it is
spin day, the day the Republicans come
before the American public and try to
spin their way out of this do-nothing
Congress. Well, they get offended when
you say do-nothing, so let us say
underachieving Congress. The fact of
the matter is we on the Democratic
side want to stay here and deal with
the issue of education. We need to in-
vest more money in public education.
The Republicans will try to tell you
that they want to send money back to
the States because money is going into
bureaucracy. That is not true. Less
than 2 percent of the Department of
Education’s budget is spent on admin-
istration. Ninety-eight percent goes di-
rectly to the States and localities.
That is our position. The States and

counties and local communities need
more money to hire teachers, to train
teachers, to put computers in class-
rooms. If we want a world-class edu-
cation system, we have to make a
world-class investment. That is why we
are fighting. That is why we are here.
The White House and the congressional
Democrats say we must invest more in
education. The Republicans simply
want to go home and do nothing.

f

PLEA TO PRESIDENT: HELP US
FIND REAL SOLUTIONS

(Mr. HAYWORTH asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HAYWORTH. Mr. Speaker, I lis-
tened with great interest to my col-
league from Maryland. His math comes
up short. Only 2 percent of Federal
spending goes to administration? That
is just not true. But then again there is
a lot that goes on here that seems to be
part of the spin cycle.

Mr. Speaker, I noted with great in-
terest this morning the President met
with the minority leadership. In 2
years’ time he has never bothered to
sit down with the people who run the
House of Representatives, members of
the majority, to craft a policy for
America’s future. It has been very in-
teresting, Mr. Speaker. In fact tomor-
row on the President’s itinerary are
two fund-raisers, one in Florida, the
other in New York. The final one is to
benefit a Member of this House who
sits on the Judiciary Committee and
who has aspirations of joining the
other body. Now even in a town as cyn-
ical and as hard-bitten as Washington,
D.C., can people not see some conflict
of interest? We are happy to stay as
long as it takes to make sure that edu-
cation is left up to the people, not the
Washington bureaucrats. Mr. Speaker,
we implore the President of the United
States to join us to find real solutions.

f

LET US MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN
KIDS’ LIVES

(Ms. DELAURO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, this is
absurd. Republicans taking credit for
improving education is like saying that
Jerry Springer is in the business of im-
proving television. It really is quite ex-
traordinary. My Republican colleagues
say that the President wants to shut
the government down. Friends, Amer-
ican public, understand: This govern-
ment is shut down. Let me tell you
what the Republican-controlled major-
ity has not been doing in the last 2
years of the 105th Congress. No budget.
No budget. No appropriations bills. No
managed care reform. No campaign fi-
nance reform legislation. No tobacco
legislation to help to save your kids.
No education program. They say,
‘‘Let’s raid Social Security to pay for
other things in this budget.’’

Let me just say this to you, that yes,
what we need to focus on in these last
remaining hours of this Congress is our
kids’ education. Let us in fact reduce
class size. Let us get 100,000 more
teachers. Let us make a difference in
our kids’ lives.

f

WHERE IS THE PRESIDENT?

(Mr. DELAY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, I say to my
good friend from Connecticut that this
is a do-nothing-that-the-liberal-likes
Congress, that is for sure. But I am
here working today. I do not mind. I
was elected to do a job and I am going
to do it. But what about the President,
where is he? Maybe in Martha’s Vine-
yard, Aspen, Camp David? Where is the
President? I bet the American people
do not know that he spent 152 days out
of the 283 days this year fund-raising,
traveling, and on vacation. On top of
that, I bet the American people do not
know that he had only two Cabinet
meetings this year. We know what
those Cabinet meetings were. He shows
up the day before adjournment and
starts talking about education. The
day before adjournment.

Mr. Speaker, tomorrow is another
workday, and alas according to reports
the President will be in Palm Beach in
the afternoon for pina coladas, for rais-
ing money, and then he will be jetting
off to New York City for dinner for
more fund-raisers. Enjoy yourself, Mr.
President. We know how draining those
two cabinet meetings were this year.
But we will stay here as long as it
takes and work on the budget. After
all, the American people expect noth-
ing less.

f

b 1415

THIS CONGRESS HAS ONLY
WORKED 108 DAYS THIS YEAR—
FIRE THE REPUBLICAN CON-
GRESS

(Mr. MILLER of California asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, it is not a mystery why this
has been one of the least productive
congresses in history, why this is a do-
nothing Congress, because this Con-
gress has only worked 108 days this
year. Most working people worked in
excess of 225 days, 250 days this year.
This Congress only worked 108 days.
Now they find out after 108 days of
working that they did not do their
work, that they are not done. They
say, ‘‘Where is the President?’’ The
President has been waiting for the ap-
propriations bills. The President has
been waiting for the budget. This is the
first Congress since 1974 that had no
budget. This is a Congress that cannot
pass seven of its appropriations bills.
There is nothing for the President to
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